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L-R, Pastor G. Gregg Murray, Ramon Hernandez, Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Mayor Rick
Kriseman, Mario Farias, Vincent Jackson and Pastor Basha Jordan, Jr.
at the city council meeting Monday, Nov. 20.
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Callaloo Group awarded lease
to the Manhattan Casino
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
city council voted unanimously
to award the Callaloo Group a
five-year lease to conduct business in the historic Manhattan
Casino. The decision came
down late Monday evening at
the council meeting.
“We were positive going in
that we had a good plan and that
we had all the pieces put together with the addition of Deborah Figgs-Sanders (event
coordinator) and Shawn Brown
(entertainment director) to our

team,” said Callaloo Group’s Director of Development Mario
Farias.
During the meeting, people
for and against the lease used
their three minutes to try and
persuade the council, but in the
end, the city went with the proposal that had the cash in hand.
“We are not giving away the
Manhattan Casino, the city still
owns it,” explained Council
member Steve Kornell.
For the next four and a half
years, the Callaloo Group will
pay the base amount of $40,000
a year plus taxes and a percentage amount based on all rev-

enue derived from the operations. The city will begin collecting rent on the seventh month
after the lease is signed.
The Callaloo Group is 100
percent responsible for all the
improvements,
restaurant
equipment, fixtures and furniture. The city will, however,
provide a $1,500 reimbursement
to the group for any person
hired who lives in the CRA. That
employee must be full time and
employed for 12 months.
As laid out in the lease

See CASINO, page 4
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Fall Festival strengthens community spirit

PAGES
2 - 7, 10

CHURCH
NEWS
PAGES 8 - 9

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on the
precious gift of family from personal family gatherings to large
community events such as the
fifth annual Fall Festival sponsored by James Flynn, Your
Southside Lawyer.
This year’s festivities got underway Sunday, Nov. 19 in the
parking lot of Tropicana Field.
“If we all blend and work
with the community, we will all
become one,” said Flynn, who
highly values his connection
with the community.
Local entrepreneur and
businessman Jeff Copeland

echoed Flynn’s sentiment.
“Actually, people still care
about people and about how
people live,” stated Copeland.
“We want people to rise above
the occasion. We can’t change
history, but we can make the future better.”
Children hovered around
their parents and grandparents
in food lines for free freshly
boiled crabs, hot dogs, hamburgers, spare rib sandwiches
and assorted desserts. Other
Danielle, James and
kids tested their skills in
Peyton Flynn
bungee jumping, rock climbing
and horseback riding.
Adults started showing off Maurice DjaySpank Long.
St. Petersburg’s Police Aththeir dance skills to the old and
new school jams mixed by An- letic League Drum Line made
thony Ragster, DJ CHILL and
See FESTIVAL, page 10
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Unisha Bullard
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG
–
Unisha Bullard has a heart’s
desire to empower, impact and
uplift people who have yet to realize the greatness that rests
within them. It is a passion that
she’s lived with for a while.
She reasoned that if the
youth could envision excelling
in academics and being diligent
students, they would feel better
about themselves and embrace
challenges that would make
them more productive.
Bullard, being driven by a
desire to improve education in
her community and being
strong in math and reading,
founded Divide and Conquer
Tutoring.
“After the loss of my father
and grandmother, family has
become extremely important to
me,” said Bullard. “Being that I
have five younger siblings, the
development of others is a key
belief of mine.”
Divide and Conquer is a private tutoring company that specializes in the subjects of math,
reading and writing. They tutor
students aging from kindergarten to college. The students
are divided into small groups
unless one-on-one attention is
needed.
Aside from help with homework, students are challenged
to improve their basic academic
skills. Once they have a firm
grip on the basic skills, they
tackle higher level work such
as
algebra,
geometry,
trigonometry and college prep
testing.
“Our success is measured
by student improvements,
See BULLARD, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Rumors
Rumors are oftentimes intentionally
created to damage an exceptional truth.
Embellishing what she said, that he said,
that she said may not seem like a big deal
on middle school playgrounds, but what
happens when it is done to someone who
simply wants to run her race at her fullest
potential without speculatory drama hovering in her lane?
Meet Florence Delorez Griffith Joyner,
also known as “Flo-Jo.” Griffith Joyner was
a showstopper — not only because she
was blazing fast, but because of her showy,
fashionable style.
Born December 21, 1959, and unexpectedly dying on September 21, 1998, as
the result of suffocation during a severe
epileptic seizure, Griffith Joyner set world
records in 1988 for both the 100 meter and
the 200-meter races. These records have
not been broken. She is considered “the
fastest woman of all-time.”
It is easy to forget, but Griffith Joyner
was not always the fastest runner in her
races. There were times when she did not
finish in the top three, but her potential
was undeniable. The journey of becoming
known as “the world’s fast woman” was not
without frustrations and disappointments.
After winning the silver medal at the
1984 Summer Olympics, she took a break.
During this time, she worked in a bank
and as a cosmetologist in her spare time.
She also married. By 1987, however, she
returned to the track.
By the time she ran the quarterfinals
of the U. S. Olympic Trials, she surprised
everyone by setting a new world record in
the 100 meters. During the trials, she also
set an American record in the 200-meter
race.
By the time of the 1988 Summer
Olympics, Griffith Joyner was known to

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Florence Griffith Joyner
the world as “Flo-Jo.” There, she set the
200-meter world record. In the end, Griffith Joyner left the Olympics having won
three gold medals and one silver medal.
Griffith Joyner’s times were unbelievable to some who questioned the possibility of such significant improvements for
the timeframe. To them, it did not seem
“likely” so her critics made allegations that
she used performance-enhancing drugs.
Has someone ever made up a falsehood about you to negate your “exception”
to the general rule?
Griffith Joyner had always said that
her noteworthy results were due to the
new health and training programs implemented by her coaching change. Those
changes resulted in a visible change in her
physique. The new training program included lower body strength training. Although she was regularly and rigorously
drug tested because of the allegations, she
never failed a drug test.
Some may always believe the rumors
because of their limited vision of possibility. Others, however, know that even that
which seem fanciful is possible to all who
believe. That, after all, is of what dreams
are made.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Praise the Lord.
I apologize but I will have to continue “He Came As Man To Be A Sacrifice For All – Pt. 2” another week.
God has placed this subject on my
mind and I was supposed to have published it last week so in being in obedience I will this week.
Child rearing: The lost art of disciplining your kids. What happened?
There are three forms or styles God
has placed in me to speak about, and no
I didn’t get these from Dr. Phil, a selfhelp book or other so-called gurus,
these came spiritually inspired. Also, I
know some “experts” that have never
had kids or those that didn’t grow up in
my, or our, kinds of neighborhoods
might not be able to relate, so to use my
best vernacular…it ain’t fo ya.
First is traditional, second is progressive and the last one is comprehensive.
Traditional is basically just that, the
old skool form of raising kids, our parents and grandparents employed back
in the day, say from olden times
through the 80s.
This method spawned the “village”
methodology. Within this style, any and
every one had unwritten permission to
chastise anyone’s child that was acting
up or misbehaving as it were. You had
best believe you would be receiving no
less than two whippings that day and
you prayed your daddy didn’t find out.
Back then, most moms would shield
the child from that as long as the child
straightened their act up. “Wait til your
daddy get home” was the most frightening statement a mother could possibly
say to a child and you had better believe
that child was the epitome of perfection
for at least the next three to five days.
Chores were done without being
told, extra “I love you mommys” were
sprinkled out daily, sharing with siblings became priority one, the list goes
on but you should get the gist.
Grownup snitching was the norm
back then and if you didn’t, it was believed you either didn’t love that child
or you had an issue with the parents.
Most times, it didn’t matter because the
Grapevine Express Gazette had already
spread the word all throughout the
neighborhood even before the child
could get off the bus.
It wasn’t a good look either if your
mom had to get off work and made it
home before you. In some cases, if wasn’t working that day, she was waiting for
you and the bus in her rollers, bedroom
shoes armed with whatever weapon of
mass destruction she could grab before
leaving the house.
Some could only speak of what they

heard with regards to the Hot Wheels
race track, the orange ones, or the extension cord whipping some would receive. While others, like myself, still
bear the scars today.
She didn’t wait for you to get home
behind closed doors, no! She got
started the moment after politely speaking to the bus driver and waiting for
them to pull off. Then the beatdown
commenced and all of your friends witnessed it. Just the embarrassment
alone would be enough for you to get
right and it would be that lasting reminder of what not to do.
Believe it or not, this methodology
got its fundamental basis from none
other than the Bible. Yes, God’s Word
speaks to a variation of this style of
child-rearing.
Let’s examine it.
Proverbs 22:15 (AMP)
15 Foolishness is bound up in the
heart of a child; the rod of discipline
[correction administered with godly
wisdom and lovingkindness] will remove it far from him.
Proverbs 13:24 (AMP)
24 He who withholds the rod [of discipline] hates his son, But he who loves
him disciplines and trains him diligently
and appropriately [with wisdom and
love].
Proverbs 23:13-14 (AMP)
13 Do not withhold discipline from
the child; If you [a]swat him with a
reed-like ROD [applied with godly wisdom], he will not die. 14 You shall
[b]swat him with the reed-like ROD
And rescue his life from Sheol (the
netherworld, the place of the dead).
Proverbs 29:15 (AMP)
15 The rod and reproof (godly instruction) give wisdom, but a child who
gets his own way brings shame to his
mother.
Why do you think it says mother to
shame? I will leave that one alone for
now.
The word “rod” is not metaphoric or
symbolic, it’s actual. It is no mystery or
coincidence why our kids today are so
undisciplined. Discipline or prayer is no
longer in schools, and no, I do not think
that paddling should be reintroduced.
That responsibility belongs solely to the
parent, saved, sanctified parent. That
way they don’t lose their minds in the
process. It says godly wisdom with loving kindness.
This is the Word of God saying this.
Go check it for yourself. There are
more.
Next week, I will discuss progressive child rearing.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pierce going Coastal
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Driving down the middle of
the lane gets David Pierce
III cheers from the crowd,
which he hopes to continue
in Conway, S.C., where he
will join the Coastal Carolina Chanticleers men’s
basketball team as one of
the latest 2018 freshmen
signees.
“It feels good to know
that I have a chance to play
college basketball. There
were times that I didn’t
know if this would be a reality,” said David. “I was
brought up to believe that
hard work will get you anywhere and the favor of God
will keep you there. I’m
very thankful and grateful

right now for the people
who have guided me and
the opportunity in front of
me. I’m looking forward to
my senior year and then
playing at Coastal.”
Coastal Carolina University men’s basketball
team, led by head Coach
Cliff Ellis who is in his 11th
season, currently competes
in the Sun Belt Conference.
In 2015, the Chanticleers
played in the NCAA Tournament and that year they
were also Sun Belt Conference champions.
Famous alumnus includes Dustin Johnson, a
professional golfer who is
the current number one
ranked player on the PGA
Tour, Josh Norman, a cornerback for the Washington
Redskins
and

“Diamond” Dallas Page, an
American semi-retired professional wrestler.
David is a humble and
quiet kid with strong family
support. His mother, Nykesha Davis, arranges her
plans so she can attend
each of his games, adorned
with a “Pierce # 1 Fan”
shirt or one of her other
support shirts in her
wardrobe.
His father, who played
in the 90s on the Boca
Ciega High School basketball team that was ranked
#4 in the state-ranking poll,
taught his son how to play
the game. David A. Pierce
Sr. was in the stands during
those days supporting
David, Jr. and cheering his
every move.
Today, granddad sits in

the stands of Gibbs High
School, rooting and admiring his grandson’s every
move. He is as proud today
as his was 20 years ago.
“David is the most
humble kid that I’ve ever
seen. He loves people but
more importantly, he loves
God,” said Pierce Sr. about
his grandson. “He’s had a
good upbringing and that’s
important. He is teachable
and he loves to learn. It has
been a pleasure helping to
raise him.”
Larry Murphy, head
basketball coach at Gibbs
High, shares those same
sentiments regarding his
star player who averages
23 points, 4.8 rebounds, 2.0
assist and 1.4 steals per
game. Murphy, who is in
his 17th year of coaching,

states that David is the
most coachable kid that he
has ever instructed. Considering the many top players that have come
through the Gladiator program, that is quite an acclaim.
“In the three years that
I’ve coached David, I have
never had any verbal backlash, lack of effort or reports of misconduct from
him,” said Murphy. He is a
pleasure to coach and he
does everything that a
coach asks him to do. He is
a model high school player
and an even better person.”
David has one more
season to astonish his high
school fans. For the fans
who like heart, hustle and
talented play, that can be
very exciting. For coaches

having to strategize for him
or players competing
against him, it could make
for long and restless nights.
With David’s goal of
playing college ball now secure, his driving down
lanes and scoring may
bring out more cheers for
the fans watching and waiting for him to go Coastal.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

he wanted to be an inventor.
In the future, he plans to become an engineer and is currently involved in a S.T.E.M.
program (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
at Thurgood Marshall Middle School.
He’s also in the gifted
program there, where each
year the students have an opportunity to attend an invention convention that requires
them to invent something.
Davontae looks forward to
this event.
“This kid is absolutely incredible,” exclaimed proud
mother Aisha Dawson. “He
likes to take things around
the house and make something out of it.”
Gushing about her son,
Dawson said Davontae consistently makes excellent
grades and has an entrepreneur spirit to boot. She said

her little businessman is
strong-willed, articulates well
and is very intelligent, all
things needed to become
your own boss.
“He always comes up
with ways and ideas to earn
an income for himself,” said
Dawson, who revealed that
he takes the money and buys
gifts for his younger siblings
and his mom and dad,
Davontae, Sr.
The Weekly Challenger
isn’t the first media outlet to
come calling for Davontae.
When he was four years old,
he was featured on Bay
News 9 as part of their
Everyday Hero series for
saving a life.
While being babysat by
his great-grandmother Jamie
Leshore, she started having
a seizure. Davontae picked
up the phone and dialed 911.
He didn’t know the address

of the house, but he knew
that it was near a fire station.
He guided the paramedics to
the home where they were
able to treat his great-grandmother in time, saving her
life.
In another heroic effort,
Davontae was so moved by
the financial needs expressed
by the local 5000 Role Models, a dropout prevention program that encourages male
students to graduate high
school and attain higher education, he decided to do
something about it.
Not a stranger to the
oven since he helps out in the

family business of cooking
dinners, he baked cookies
and cupcakes and sold them
throughout his neighborhood. After earning nearly
$100, he donated the proceeds to the program.
So if you’re driving by
2019 12th St. S, over the
Christmas holidays, stop off
and have some lemonade or
hot cocoa and take a minute
to chat with this incredible
young man. You just may be
speaking with the next Bill
Gates.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

David Pierce III

The young entrepreneur
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Davontae Marquis Dawson,
Jr. proudly announces his
name while being careful to
annunciate each letter so that
the spelling is accurate.
“I wanted to do a lemonade stand because I got a
good report card and my
mom and dad bought it for
me. I like to sell stuff so I said,
‘Let me put it to use,’” confirmed Dawson.
His initial set up profited
only $6, but being a businessman far beyond his years,
Davontae has an understanding of business principles.
He borrowed a line from
the movie “A Field of
Dreams” that said: “If you
build it, they will come.” And
come they did.
Davontae and his team

set up a couple days later and
added a few more products
and signs promoting his
business. The plan worked.
This time out he netted a $50
profit.
“I’m the oldest of my
brother and sister. I’m 11
years old. My sister, Danila
Dawson is six years old and
my brother Dillion is three,”
Davontae explained. “My
brother and sister are very
helpful with my lemonade
stand. They like to help me
clean up around the house.
They are like my little
helpers.”
Davontae knows one of
the keys to having a successful business is keeping your
employees happy and they’ll
keep your customers satisfied.
Business is not his only
interest. His parents recognized ever since he was little,

Only black-owned bookstore in
Pinellas celebrates 20 years
ST. PETERSBURG –
Twenty years ago, Tangela Murph Bailey decided to open a mobile
bookstore as a result of
not being able to find
African-American books
in local shops. She began
selling books from her
car and then her home, finally opening a storefront
in St. Pete.
Over the years, she
has been steadfast in her
commitment to this community and has promoted new authors,
artists, poets and musicians, young and old.
Reader’s Choice carries a large selection of
book and gift items as
well as church supplies
such as bibles, Sunday
school books, communion supplies, bible covers,
Christian art, choir and
pastoral robe, which has
to be ordered.
Join Murph Bailey
and help her and the
Reader’s Choice crew
Saturday, Nov. 25 to celebrate 20 years of serving
the community with live
music, free refreshments
and poetry readings. Au-

thors will be on hand to
discuss their works and
read excerpts from their
books such as Melonie
Washington who wrote
the page-turner entitled
“Natural Hair Care.”
This is a free event for
all book lovers, authors,
poets
and
families.
Reader’s Choice is lo-

cated at 4341 34TH St. S
from 2-5 p.m.
Please continue to
support African-American owned business in
the community that continue to struggle to survive in this challenging
market.
Call (727) 867-3696
for more information.

Reader’s Choice Bookstore
& Gift Expressions
Bring this coupon and
Save 10% OFF your total
purchase one day only open
house, Saturday, Nov. 25
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Callaloo Group has 5 years to fulfill lease requirements
CASINO, from front page

Be more

focused.
Per Shorecrest tradition,
2017 Outstanding Senior
Multi Oliver will give the
Commencement speech
at 2027 graduation.
She matriculated to
Duke University with
the prestigious Barnes
Scholarship.
Read her story at www.
shorecrest.org/2017

Can you
you be more?
www
www.shorecrest.org
.shorecrest.org
Coed, nonsectarian independent school in St. Petersbur
Petersburg
g
serving students PK-12t
PK-12th
h grade.

CONNECT

W ITH US
Healthcare
Navigator
Here to help!
Need
Ne
ed He
Health
alth IInsurance?
nsurance?
Visit your local Healthcare Navigator
for assistance at:

www.pinellascounty.org/navigators
w w w.pinellascounty.org/navigators
or call: ((727)
727) 464-8411
464-8411

November 1st through
December 15th 2017

January 1, 2018
The project described was suppor ted by Funding Oppor tunity
Number CA- NAV-15 - 001 from the U.S. Depar tment of Health
a n d H u m a n S e r v i c e s , C e nt e r s f o r M e d i c a r e & M e d i c a i d
S e r v i c e s . T h e c o n t e n t s p r ov i d e d a r e s o l e l y t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
RIWKHDXWKRUVDQGGRQRWQHFHVVDULO\UHSUHVHQWWKHRI ¿FLDO
views of HHS or any of its agencies. 10/17.

agreement, the Callaloo
Group will have six
streams of revenue coming in. The first floor will
have four components: a
full-service restaurant, a
To Go restaurant that will
work off the Pipo’s Cuban
Café menu, a full-service
commissary and a bar
and lounge.
The second floor will
be an event space for
weddings,
corporate
meetings, dances and private parties as well as a
performing music venue
that requires two performances a month in the
first two years, three a
month in the third year
and in the fourth and fifth
years the lease stipulates
four performances a
month.
Neighborhood associations within the CRA will
be able to use the facility
free of charge other than
cost associated with them
using the facility.
The commissary on
the first floor is extremely
important to the operations because the facility
will not be dependent on
just the restaurant and
event space to keep afloat.
The commissary will produce food products for all
the Pipo’s restaurants and
vending opportunities in
the area.
“That’s where the job
creation comes in,” explained City Development Administrator Alan
DeLisle. “They are pledging 25 jobs will be hired
as part of the first operation phase. They agreed a
minimum of 25 percent of
the 25 employees must
come for the CRA.”
There is also a strong
provision in the contract
that provides for a future
ownership stake and future restaurant expansions. The goal is to have
four employees from the
CRA offered an ownership stake over the
course of the lease.
“We are going to create jobs and we are going
to create entrepreneurship right there from the
Manhattan,” said Callaloo
Group Vice President
Vincent Jackson.
Jackson said the
group holds high regard
for the value and the culture that the Manhattan
Casino stands for.
“We will be guided by
ongoing feedback from
the council and the people in the community as
we continue to evaluate
our performance and our
mission…,” he stated.
Although the least if
for five years and must be
approved before renewal,
many in the community
feel that the city council
and mayor have disrespected the black community by giving the
Manhattan away.
“Well, we understand
the Kriseman administration with the support of
some of our beloved
brothers of the cloth and
some of our good black
folk have given the Manhattan Casino away,”
wrote President of the St.
Pete chapter of the
NAACP in a Facebook
post. “Another real life example of how we simply
don’t matter…”
Emotions are so
charged because the
Manhattan is one of the
last vestiges still standing
of thriving black life in the
days of segregation. It

Mayor Kriseman pleading his case
to the city council to award the
Callaloo Group the lease.

opened up as an entertainment facility and social club in 1931 as the
Jordan Dance Hall.
Named after AfricanAmerican entrepreneur
and former slave who
contracted it, Elder Jordan, it was then bought
by a white man in the
1940s.
Knowing the history
of the building, it has not
been black owned for almost 80 years, and for the
majority of those years it
sat empty until the city
bought it in the early
2000s.
When New Yorker
Abe Fortunoff bought the
dance hall, he wanted to
bring a piece of the Big
Apple to sleepy St. Pete.
Under his ownership,
during staunch segregation, it became the only
venue legendary performers such as Louis
Armstrong, Fats Waller,
Duke Ellington and Nat
King Cole were allowed
to perform in when they
came to town.
Figgs-Sanders will coordinate events and is
chomping at the bit to get
started. She’s compiling a
list of reputable photographers, videographers and
decorators to have on
hand when needed for
events.
“I want to sell the
whole package, a onestop shop,” she said. “It
will give a lot of smaller
businesses other opportunities because I will
have a referral list of all
these different vendors.
Not only will the people
that are working in the
restaurant get jobs, but
people out there trying to
get their hustle on [will
have work].”
She’s ready to decorate and get the ball
rolling.
“I want it to be beautiful. I want it when you

walk in the room, you
don’t have to do a whole
lot of decorating. You just
come on in. I want it inviting,” she explained.
Once the lease is
signed, the work begins.
The Callaloo Group wants
the upstairs functional in
time for the Christmas
holidays.
“As soon as we sign
the lease and have the
keys, we will be working
throughout the Thanksgiving weekend,” said
Farias, who noted that it
will take approximately
$300,000 to get both up
and downstairs operational.
So what is Floribbean
food?
Soul food with a taste
of the islands is the best
way to describe it. The
Florribbean style is influenced by visitors and immigrants from all over the
world, but especially from
the Caribbean with notable influence from Haiti,
the Bahamas, Barbados, J
amaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Cuba and Puerto
Rico.
The average price
point for lunch will be
anywhere from $10 to $12
a meal and the dinner
menu will be more elaborate, with a price point averaging around $16 to
$18.
The menu is soul food
based but is different
enough to where you didn’t cook that same dish
the night before at your
house.
“A little twist will be
added to it to get them to
come out of the house,”
said Callaloo Group’s
President Ramon Hernandez.
The restaurant and
commissary are projected to open in the beginning in January or
February 2018.

WE ENCOURAGE

LETTERS

TO THE

EDITOR
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Travelers’ Rest homecoming anniversary
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Travelers’ Rest Missionary
Baptist Church along with
Senior Pastor Rev. William
Mark Greene celebrated
its 11th homecoming anniversary of divinity service to the community last
Sunday evening with guest
speaker Bishop Lewis
Sherman and the Holy
Family Christian Church.
Bishop
Sherman
wasted no time in providing clarity on the significance of a homecoming
celebration as opposed to a
homegoing celebration.
“It’s always a celebration when I come home,”
said Bishop Sherman.
“You can just be who you

are. You learn to appreciate
the time that you have together.”
On an earthly realm,
you come home to family,
relax and just be yourself.
However, homegoing celebrations are usually met
with initially sadness as the
sorrow dissolves into eternal joy because one’s soul
is alive and well in the
Heavenly Kingdom.
Program committee
chairperson Mattie Adams
thanked everyone from
committee members to
members-at-large for their
efforts in making the
church’s 11th anniversary
a very special event.
Adams culminating activity was a surprise tribute
to First Lady Sonya Green.
“Now you wait right

here,” said Adams as she
temporarily exited to the
lobby to get Green’s surprise.
She returned with the
First Lady’s family from
Valdosta, Ga., that consisted of her mother Lillie
P. Freeman, brother Jason
Freeman, sisters Traci
Freeman and Rhonda Bailey, nephew Christopher
Bailey and niece Shayla
Freeman.
This family reunion, all
covertly planed in secret
meetings, brought tears of
joy to everyone’s eyes.
Dinner and dessert were
served immediately after
the service.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Bishop Lewis Sherman

L-R, Lucrezia Pittman, Mattie Adams, Ertha Brown and Sandra McClendon

First Lady Sonya Green, seated,
and Mattie Adams
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Marie Yopp
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Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Christmas Party
Friday, December 22, 2017

8:00 pm - Midnight
Tickets $20
BYOF • Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water

Gulfport
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport, FL 33707
For Tickets and Information Call:
Mary Allen: 727-327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
Shirley Smith: 727-415-4628

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Mrs. Yopp was a pioneer nurse who served
our community for more
than 23 years. She was a
trailblazer, change agent
and an inspiration to
many young AfricanAmerican women.
A native of Tampa,
she moved to St. Petersburg after marrying
Booker Yopp in 1938 and
was one of the early residents of Jordan Park.
With more than eight
years of experience as a
nurse and having worked
at the Tuberculosis Sanitarium, Mrs. Yopp still
had difficulty finding
work in the field of nursing and initially worked
as a maid for a local doctor.
She decided to continue her education at
Florida A & M College,
now Florida A & M University, and completed
her Bachelors of Science
degree in 1943. She

joined the staff at Mercy
Hospital in 1946 where
she and four other
nurses were the only
African- American registered nurses she knew in
St. Petersburg.
While at Mercy, Mrs.
Yopp founded the Registered Nurses Club and
required that all members join the District 13
Florida Nurses Association, creating an interracial unit. She also trained
a pilot class of 30 Red
Cross nurses aides and
established the American
Red Cross Mercy Gray
Ladies Corps, the first all
“Negro” unit in the
United States.
After a year at Mercy,
she became the first
black registered nurse at
the Pinellas County
Health
Department
Negro Health Clinic. The
clinic was in a converted
house next to Mercy Hospital on 22nd Street and

13th Avenue South.
In 1961, Mrs. Yopp received her master’s degree from Columbia
University and in 1964
was named to head the
Negro Health Clinic
where she supervised
both black and white
nurses until 1968 when
the clinic merged with
the Pinellas County
Health
Department.
There she became the
first black nursing supervisor. Mrs. Yopp retired
in 1970.

Divide and Conquer Tutoring
BULLARD, from front page

which helps us to reach
our overall goal of student
achievement,”
stated
Bullard.
She feels that although
we now live in a high-tech
society, the basic skills of
math, reading and writing
can’t be minimized. Mastering these fundamental
skills is essential for our
youth being able to compete in the global world.
Bullard also has a passion to empower women
and a vision to bring the
“queens” of the community together to do something positive and uplifting.
“I especially want my
younger sisters to know
that there is no limit to
what you can do,” she exclaimed! “We have to not
only speak greatness into
our little girls but also lead
by example.”
She sees women as
having significant strength

in the community, but oftentimes lacks the support
and respect they deserve.
“I knew that I wanted
and had to do something.
I just didn’t know what. I
just knew that I was tired
of being still and mute on
a subject that meant so
much to me,” said Bullard.
“The thought of having 20
women come together to
contribute and support
one another is not only inspirational but it’s making
a statement!”
Bullard is finally going
for it! She’s planning an
event to bring queens in
the community together to
do something positive and
uplifting. She has partnered with a photographer
that will provide 15-20
ladies in the community
with a complimentary
photo shoot to highlight
their outer beauty, which
she feels will also illumi-

nate their inner splendor.
This is just the first of
many events that Bullard
plans to put together.
For more information on
Divide and Conquer Tutoring, email Unisha Bullard
at dnctutoring@gmail.com
or call (727) 686-6030.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omegas donate
Thanksgiving baskets
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter, Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity donated
45 Thanksgiving baskets
on Monday, Nov. 20 to
local residents deserving
of a complete dinner with
all the trimmings.
The men of Omega
found great joy in purchasing and delivering all
the necessary items that
afforded each family a nutritious meal on this very
special day. This effort

was made possible in partnership with the Walmart
Supercenter on 34th
Street South.
For the past 25 years,
the Eta Rho Chapter has
provided this service to
the citizens of south St.
Petersburg and continues
to play an active role in
many facets of the local
community.
The chapter’s nonprofit arm, Eta Rho Education Services, raises
money
year-round
through many charitable

events that afford this
type of ongoing community outreach. Eta Rho is
recognized as one of the
fraternity’s most active
chapters for its many Social Action projects that
directly impact the lives of
community members.
This year’s executive
officers, led by Brother
James Jackson, Jr., promises even more community involvement both
individually and collectively from the brotherhood.

,W·V2IÀFLDO
ASAP and Francis House
Become EPIC

A DAY ON,
NOT A DAY OFF
Monday, Jan. 15, 2018

ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas) and
)UDQFLV+RXVHKDYHRIÀFLDOO\PHUJHGDQGDUHQRZ
EPIC (Empath Partners in Care). This merger brings
together two like-minded, community- based
organizations with nearly 60 years of combined
experience serving those impacted by HIV and
AIDS in the Tampa Bay area. We can now serve
more people with more services throughout our
community.

Apply online for an award to
fund your service project by
Nov. 3, 2017 by 11:59 pm

www.spcollege.edu/MLKService
.
.

EPIC has various locations in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties and will continue uninterrupted
services on its ASAP and Francis House Campuses.
EPIC provides a wide variety of services, including:

jones.shameka@spcollege.edu

• Free HIV Testing
• Medical Case Management
• Counseling Services & Support Groups
• Food & Personal Needs Pantries
• Housing Assistance
• Day Center with Meals & Activities

Check out our website
website for
foor places
places you
you can
can volunteer.
volunteer.
w
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService
ww.spcollege.edu/MLKService

For more information about the exciting
new organization, visit MyEPIC.org

727-341-4601 or 727-341-4602

EPIC

St. Petersburg College is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity institution. 14-5111-10

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Call TODAY for an appointment

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
W W W
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Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. We drop
our Anchor until Sundays,
where we set sail again with
our Early Morning Worship
Service at 7:45 am, Church
Sunday School (the Teaching
Arm of our faith) begins at
9:30 pm and finally our Mid
Morning Worship Service at
10:45 am. All are Welcomed
to use this Boarding Pass to
experience the “It;s just nice
to be nice” church. Don't sit
out church, God has Blessed
us to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Bap-

tist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
November at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Mexico & California, and those families and
survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300—Holiday Schedule: No
meals will be delivered
Wednesday, November 29th.
Thanksgiving Baskets
Distribution will be on Tuesday, November 21, 2017, return your Form to, Sis.
Monica LaMar or Sis. Martha
Bacon or the Church Office
Monday – Friday from 9:00
am until 3:00 pm, the recipients will be contacted. The
Matrons Ministry is seeking

your help with completing
these baskets, Canned goods
and Nonperishable items are
needed for a great Thanksgiving Dinner. DONATION
BOX is located in the Atrium.
Tuesday, November 21,
2017 at 6:00 pm – Drama Ministry “You are Good” Rehearsal for Adults and
Children.
The Friendship Angel
Tree Project is requesting
that your Angel Tree ID
Sticker is placed on the gift,
that the gifts are wrapped or
in a gift bag, and returned to
the Church by December 3,
2017, your gifts can also be
dropped off at the Church Office, Monday – Friday, 9:00
am until 3:00 pm. Thank you,
Sis. Brenda Dennie and the
Angel Tree Staff will be on
duty every Sunday both services to receive your Angel
Tree Gifts.
Happy Thanksgiving to
All from...
“THE SHIP”
(Remember those with
Less)
Mark your December
Calendar for the Last
Wednesday Night Live for
2017, December 6, 2017 at
7:00 pm. The Tribes of Asher
(November) and the Naphtali
(December) will be in charge
of the Love Fellowship Dinner-- Please see Your Captains as soon as possible.
Thank you.

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its
pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to
the community at large,
its wish that there would
be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as
its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of

God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.
Events for November
Nov 23 - Thanksgiving
Day – church office
closed.
Sunday school held
for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday
school starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry

(YAMS) Every Sunday:
9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays:
2:00-4:00 p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring
Program: Tutoring every
Monday and Wednesday
from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting: held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible
Study:
every
Wednesday evening: 7:00
p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Mutuality – Matthew 8:15
According to principle, giving is receiving. It is impossible to give and not receive;
however, we don’t always receive from the
same places that we give. Often, we give in
one place and receive in another. Many
times, we give to one person and receive
from another.
In some social situations, we are there to
be a blessing to others; our assignment is to
give. In other social situations, people are a
blessing to us and we are called to receive.
Nevertheless, the greatest demonstration of
social fitness is when all parties involved benefit in the same place.
Along with James and John, Peter was

one of the core disciples. He was one of the
closest people to Jesus. He is the only one of
the Twelve recorded who had the pleasure of
having Jesus Christ as a houseguest. During
Jesus’ visit to Peter’s house, his mother-in-law
was sick in the bed with a fever. Jesus Christ
served Peter’s mother-in-law by healing her.
After she was healed from her fever, she ministered to Jesus and his disciples. At Peter’s
house, Jesus sowed and reaped from the
same field. He met the needs of Peter’s
mother-in-law and then she met his needs. It
was a mutual meeting of needs. God is our
Source and God flows through various people
to be resources of or good.

Wishing you a blessed
Thanksgiving Day!
from the staff of

The Weekly Challenger
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fifth annual Fall Festival
FESTIVAL , from front page

everyone’s heads turn in
amazement with their musical precision and excellent execution.
Chairs and bleachers
near the main stage filled
up as radio personality
Queen B from 95.7 The
Beat introduced “95
South” of “Whoot There It
Is” fame. The Miamibased artists evolved from
the era of “2 Live Crew”
with their sexually explicit
lyrics that raised a lot of
eyebrows.
When the group performed “Tootsee Roll,”
which was recorded with
the “69 Boyz,” the crowd
responded as if it were
1994 all over again.
Local legendary jazz
great Shawn Brown reminded everyone about
the depth, breath and historic significance of
African-American music
on the national and international level before performing some of his
greatest hits.

A story within a story
Many, if not all, festival
goers saw a young man
with a red shirt and blue
jeans shaking a tail
feather.
“Why that’s Jacob,”
said Wanda Lawson.
Jim and Wanda Lawson watched their former
foster child dance with
complete abandon at the
festival before interrupting him with a hug.
“Jacob Joyce, he’s a
wonderful fellow and can
dance like that all day
long,” said Wanda, noting
that they fostered him for
five years until he aged
out of the system.
“He would go to the
end of our driveway and
dance. That’s what he
does,” she said.
“I’m in a rooming
place now,” said Joyce.
“And it’s OK.”
From “Tootsee Roll”
to turkey giveaways
Once the 18-wheeler
positioned itself for the

giveaway, more than 50
volunteer workers scattered in an organized
fashion to their posts. The
handlers inside opened
the back end of the truck,
picked up the frozen
turkey crates and passed
them down to the runners
who stacked the crates
neatly underneath the
tent where they would be
handed out.
Pinellas County Democratic Black Caucus
President Trevor Mallory,
City Council memberelect Gina Driscoll and
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin and her children
all helped distribute 1,500
turkeys.
Many happy recipients
paused for pictures as
they departed to get
ready for the big family
day on Thursday. A good
time was had by all.
Please log on to
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
for more photographs.

Art in the City – St. Pete on the big screen
Local filmmakers tell the story of homelessness and mental illness in the veteran community

Saturday, December 9th at 3 p.m. | Palladium, 253 5th Ave N, St. Petersburg | Cost: $10
Organizations and nonprofits are urged to sponsor a row of seating for veterans, homeless individuals, artist, and advocates for PTSD.

The film stars Stephanie Joy Porto, Cranstan Cumberbatch and
co-stars the beautiful city of St. Petersburg and it’s one of a kind murals and landscape.
Watch for cameo appearances from Jabaar Edmond, Carla Bristol, Debbie Garrett, Roderick Cunningham, Bruce Street

